
Ode to Joy

This tune is from Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. By the time it was first performed, the 
composer was virtually deaf and unable to hear the music or the applause. In spite of 
becoming completely deaf, Beethoven had such a highly developed inner ear that he was 
able to continue composing and even conducting, although this could lead to problems – 
he would sometimes carry on conducting even after the orchestra had stopped playing!
The tune was adopted as the official European anthem in 1972.

A thin double bar line 
indicates the end of a 
musical section.
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  These signs at the start and end of a 
section of music tell you to repeat the 
section. If there is no start repeat sign, 
repeat the music from the beginning.
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Repeat 
from bar 9
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